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‘PEOFLE'S PARTY NATIONAL PLAT-
FORM. !
Amsembled upon the one hundred and
sixteenth anniversary of the declarstion
of Independence, the People's party of
America, in ita firet national convention,
Invoking upon their sction the blessing
of Almighty God, puta forth, in the name
and on behalt of the people of this coun-
try, the following preamble and deoclnrs-
tlon of principles: The conditions which
surround us best justify our co opers-
tion; we meet In the midst of s nation
brought to tha verge of mokal, politioal
and material ruln; corruption dominates
the ballot box, legislatures, congress, and
* touches even the ermine of the bench,
The people are demorallzed; most of the
states have besn compelled to isolate
votars at polling places to prevent uni-
versal Intimidation or bribery. News-
papers are largely subsidized or muzszled;
publio oplnion sllenced; business pros-
trated; our homes ocovered with mort-
gages; labor Impoverished and land con-
contrating In the hands of capitalists.
Urban workman are deniad the right of
organisation for self-protection;imported,
pauperlznad labor beats down thelr wages;
8 hireling, standing army, unrecognized
by our laws, ls established to shoot them
down snd they are rapldly degenerating
Into European conditions; the frults of
the toll of millions are bodily stolen to
build up ocolossal fortunes for the few, un-
precedented in the history of mankind,
and the possessors of thess Inturn de-
apise the republic and endanger Uberty;
from the same prolific womt of govern-
mental Injustica, we breed two great
classes—tramps and milllonalres; the na-
tlonal power to create money la appro-
priated to eorich bond-holders; the vast
public debt, payable in legal-tender cur-
rency, has been funded into gold bearin
bonds, theraby adding mililons to the bur
dens of the people; sliver, which has been
socepted as coln alnce the dawn of his-
tory, bas been demonetized to add to the
purchaslng power of gold by|decress-
ing the valua of all forma of property as
wall a8 human Isbor, and the supply of
currency ls purposely abridged to fatten
usurers, bankrupt eaterprise and en-
alave Industry; & vast conspirscy against
mankind hss bsen organized on the two
continents and is rapldly taking posses-
slon of the world; U not met and over-
thrownat once It forbodes a terrible
pocisl convulsion, the destruction of
capitallzation or the establishment of ab-
solute despotism;'wa have witnessed for
more than & quarter of & ceoiury the
strugglea of the two great political
parties for power and plunder, while
griavous wrongs have been'Inflicted upon
the suffering people; we charge that the
controlling Influsnces dominsting both
these parties have permitied the existing
dreadful conditions to develope without
seriona &ffort to préevent or restrain them;
nsither do they now promlise us any sub-
stantial reform; they have agreed to-
gether to ignore In the coming campalgn
every lssua but ome; they propose to
drown the outorles of the plundered peo-
ple with the uproar of & sham battle over
tariff, so that capltal, corporations, na-
tional banks, trusts, watered stock, de-
monetization of silver and the oppression
of usurers may be all lost sight of; they
proposs to sucrffice our homes, lives and
children on the sltar of mammon; 4o
destroy the multitode In order {o secure
gorruption funds from millionaires. As-
sombled oo the anniversary of the birth-
day of the natlon, and filled with the
apiri4 of the grand generation who sstab
lished our independence, we seek to re-
store the government of the republic to
the hands of the “plain peopls,” with
which clase it originated; we asert our
purpogen, 0 be Idemtical with the pur-

posés of the national constitution; to form
s more perfect unlon, establish justioe,
insure domestic tmnquility, provide for
oommon |defensa, promote general wel-
fare and pecure ths blessings of Uberty
for ourselves snd our posterity; we de-
olare that this republlo can only endure
a3 a free government while built upon
the love of the whole peopls for each
other and for the nation;that it cannot be
plnned wogsther by the bayonet; that the
civil war ls over and that every passlion
and resentment which grow out of it
muast dle with It, and that we must in
fact, as we are In name, become a untied
brotherhood of free men; our country
finds ftsslf confronted by conditions for
which there Is no'precedent In the world;
our annual agrionliural productions
amount to billlons of dollars In walue,
which must in & few weels or months be
sxchanged for billions of dollars worth
of commoditiea of other productions;
the currency supply Ia wholly in.
adequate {o make this exchange, and the
resulta are falling of prices, the forma-
tion of comblnes and rings and the im-
poverishmant of the producing class; we
pledge ourselvea that, if given the power,
we will lsbor to correct these ovils
by wise snd remsomable leglaiation,
in scoordance with the terms of our
platform; we belleve that the powers of
government, In other words, of the peo-
pla, should be expanded (as in case of
the postal service) as rapldly and as far
ns the good semse of an Intelligent
people and the teachlngs of axperience
ahall justify, to the end that oppression,
Injustice and poverty shall evemtually
coass in this land. Whileour sympathies,
a3 the party of reform, are naturally
apon tha side of every propoaltion which
will tend to make men Intelligent, virtu-
ous and temperate, we nevertheless re-
gard these questions, Important as they
are, us secondary to the great Issues now
premsing for solution, and upon which
not coly our Individual prosperity, but
the very axlstance of our free institutions
depend; and we ask all men to help
us first to determine whether we are to
have the republio to adminlster before
we differ as to the conditions upon which
itleto be adminlatered; believing that
the forces of reform this day organized
will nover cease to move forward until
every wrong Is remedied and lawful rights
and equal privileges securely established
for all men and women In this country;
we deolare therefore:

First—That the unlon of the labor
foroes of the United States, this day con-
summated, shall be permanent and per-
petual; may it aplrit come mnto all hearts
for the salvation of mankind.

Becond—Wealth belongs to him who
creates it, and every dollar taken from
Industry without equlvalent ls robbery.
“If sny will not work, nelther aball he
eat” The interests of rural and civic
laborers are the same; their enemies are
identical

Third—We belleve that the time has
come when rallroad corporations will
slther own the peopla or the people must
own the milroals, and should the gov-
arnment enter upon the work of owning
and managing any and all railroads, we
should favor sn amendmesat to the con-
stitation by which all persons engaged In
governmant service shall be piace under

olvil sarvics regulntions 50 a8 10 Provent | pel it "

an Ingreass of the power of the national
administration by the use of such addi-
tional government employes.
Fourth—We demand s natlonal cur-
rency, sals, sound sad flaxible, Isaued by
the general government only, n legal
tender for all debis, public and private,
and that without the nse of banking cor-
l._tllllnnl; & just, equltable, _efficlent

means of distribution direct to the peo-
ple at a tax not to exceed 2 per cent. per
annum to be provided aa set forth In the
sub-tressury plan of the Farmers’ Alll-
ance, or some better system; also by pay-
ments In the dlacharge of ita obligations
for publio Improvementa,

We demand the free sod unlimited

oolnsge of sllver sod gold at the legsl |-

raioof 16 to 1. :

We demand that the amount of eloulat-
Ing medlum be speadily Increased to not
less than 50 per caplta.

We demand a gradustad lncome tax,

We belleve that the money of the
country should be kept e much as possl-
ble In the bands of the people, and hence
we demand that all state snduational
revenues shall be limited to the necensary
expense of the government, economioally
and honestly adminlaterad,

\We demand that postal savings banks
be established by the government for
the safe depoali of the earnings of the
people and to facilliate exchange.

Transporiation — Tranaportation belng
s method of exchaoge mnd a publio ne-
cesslty, the government should own and
operata the rallroads In the lnterest of
the peopla.

The telegrsph and telephons, like the
postoffica system, belng a necesmty for
the transportation of news, should be
owned and operated be the government
In the Interest of the people,

Land — Land, lncluding all natural
sources of wealth, is the heritage of the
people, and should not be monopolized
for speculstive purposes, and the allen
ownership of land should be prohibited.
All land now held by rallroad sad other
corporations, in excess of thelr actual
needs, should be recialmed by the gov-
ernment and held for setual ssitlers only,

SUFFLEMENTART RRSOLUTIONS.

Whereas, Othar questions having been
presentad for our consideration, we hereby
momit the following, not aa a part of the
plawform of the Peopla's party’ bub as res-
olutions expresaive of the sentimaent of this
convention:
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IF YOU WANT ANYTHING
IN THE LINE OF

PRINTING,
BINDING,

STATIONERY,

BLANKS,

Township, School District or City Supplies,

KANSAB LAW BOOKS, ETC.,
WRITE TO 3

BE0. W. CRANE & Co.

812 Kansas Ave,, Topeka, Kas,
Bend for Oatalogue If nterested, -

A BOOK FOR EVERY MAN
Only $100, Strngth] Vialy!

Resolved, That we demand a fres ballot | Or BELF-FR

and a fair count in all sleotions, and pladge
oursalves 8o ascurs id b0 every legal voler,
without federal intervemtion, through the
adoption by the rtates of the unperverted
Australian or ssaret ballot aystem.
Resolved, That the revenus recsived from
8 graduated income tax should be applied
to tha reduotion of the burden of taxation
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now. resting upon the domestic industries of | e

the country.

Resolved, That we pledge our support bo
fair and liberal pensions to ex-Union sol-
diers and sailors.

Resolved, That we oondemn the fallnoy
of profesting American labor under the
presant system, which opens our porie ko
the pauper and oriminal olusses of the world
sad orowds out our wage earsers, and we
denounce the prosent ineffootive laws in re-
gard to eontract labor, and demand the
further restriction of undesirable Imme-
gration,

Resolved, That we cordially sympathize
with the efforts of organized workingmen
to shorten the hours of labor, and demand
arigid enforosment of the existing elght-
hour law on governmand work, and aak that
a penalty olause be ndded to the said law.
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